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It is not too late. It is not too late for
us to regain the trust of the American
people. But it is going to take some
work. We won’t be able to do it right
away, but we ought to start this week,
and we can start by responsibly fund-
ing the government, providing our
economy and our Nation with the con-
fidence they need. That is what we did
in Montana, and that is what we need
to do here in Washington.

The American people are calling for
an end to the brinkmanship and an end
to the gridlock, and it is time we start
to listen to them.

I also want to thank Senator MIKUL-
SKI, the chair of the Appropriations
Committee, for agreeing to end a spe-
cial-interest provision that was in-
cluded by the House of Representatives
in last year’s government funding bill a
few months ago and the one that was
sent over here recently.

A few years ago the committee vol-
untarily agreed to match the House’s
earmark moratorium, and I think it is
interesting our friends in the House
make very serious statements about
the need to get rid of earmarks, then
stuffed a few items in the spending bill
last year that directly benefited a cou-
ple of the biggest multinational busi-
nesses in this country. I spoke to
Chairwoman MIKULSKI about this issue
this spring and she was very gracious
and listened to my concerns. I am
pleased to see she and Senator REID
have eliminated one of those corporate
earmarks, and I want to thank them
for that. It will make this bill a lot
cleaner.

In closing, I know there are people in
this body who want to work together
to make this country all it can be. I
also know there are people in this body
who would love to see a government
shutdown because they might be able
to pad their own PACs or political cof-
fers. And maybe it would take a gov-
ernment shutdown to make them un-
derstand how bad this would be for the
American people, its businesses and its
working families. But I certainly hope
that doesn’t happen. The American
people don’t deserve it. This country
doesn’t deserve it, as it comes out of
one of the worst economic times since
the 1930s. Quite frankly, being a busi-
nessman myself, I look at what goes on
in Washington, DC, and all the chal-
lenges businesses have in this country,
and the biggest challenge we have right
now is Washington, DC.

Let’s start moving the country for-
ward by working together. Let’s fund
the government. Let’s not shut it
down. And let’s do what is right when
the debt limit debate comes around.

Mr. President, I yield the floor, and I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to a period of morning business
with Senators permitted to speak for
up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

RECOGNIZING THE EMPLEO
PROGRAM

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today
to recognize the Southern Nevada Em-
ployment Education Outreach,
EMPLEO, program for their decade of
commitment to fair and just working
conditions for all workers.

In 2003, EMPLEO piloted a toll-free
hotline for immigrant workers to re-
port alleged discrimination, and other
wage, and workplace abuses in Nevada.
The hotline number was created in
partnership with the U.S. Department
of Labor, Wage and Hour Division,
OSHA, EEOC, the Mexican Consulate of
Las Vegas, and other private and pub-
lic agencies.

Today, EMPLEO partners with more
than 17 different government agencies
that share the same common goal of
providing access and awareness to em-
ployers and employees. EMPLEO staff
and volunteers are diligent in their
outreach to help educate workers
about their labor rights. Through its
work, EMPLEO has grown the number
of workers it services, and in some in-
stances, has helped workers acquire
back wages. As a trusted source in the
community, EMPLEO is bridging the
relationship between employees and
employers.

I commend EMPLEO and its many
community partners for their commit-
ment to workers’ rights and safety. I
also extend my gratitude to Southern
Nevada District Director, Mr. Gaspar
Montanez, for his leadership and com-
mitment to the mission of EMPLEO
along with the Department of Labor,
and staff at the Office of the Mexican
and Salvadorian Consulate. I look for-
ward to the continuation of EMPLEQO’s
services and education to workers and
those who employ them.

——————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

e Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, Ar-
kansans are well aware of the damage
that Mother Nature can cause. We have
seen the devastating impact of torna-
does, flooding, ice storms, and other
natural disasters.

This devastation can over-
whelming. Surveying the damage
sometimes reveals the need to rebuild
parts of the community, infrastruc-
ture, and neighborhoods. Oftentimes
this causes difficulties for families who
may be displaced from their homes or
even their jobs.
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Time and again when we are faced
with these catastrophes, the Arkansas
Department of Emergency Manage-
ment has been there to activate the re-
sources necessary to protect people and
communities and provide them with
the basic needs as rebuilding efforts
occur.

This year we recognize the 60th anni-
versary of the agency tasked with re-
sponding to emergencies. No matter
how big or small, the men and women
of the Arkansas Department of Emer-
gency Management are ready to re-
spond at a moment’s notice and sup-
port recovery efforts.

The agency has developed since 1953
from an office in the Arkansas State
Capitol with one surplus military radio
to today’s state-of-the-art facility.

We appreciate the hard work, dedica-
tion and commitment of the Arkansas
Department of Emergency Manage-
ment as the agency continues to im-
prove and seek new and innovative
ways to prepare us all for the unex-
pected.e

———

MISSING IN AMERICA PROJECT

e Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, I wish
to acknowledge the Missing in America
Project’s Veteran Recovery Program,
which has coordinated a ceremony dur-
ing which 18 Nevada veterans of the
Vietnam and Korean wars will be laid
to rest. On October 1, these fallen he-
roes who never received a military bur-
ial will finally be given full military
honors at the Northern Nevada Vet-
erans Memorial Cemetery in Fernley,
NV.

These heroic Nevadans who will fi-
nally receive the honorable recognition
they so rightly deserve, gave all that
they could give in order to defend lib-
erty and the American way of life.
They were willing to put on a uniform,
answer the call of duty, and sacrifice
their very lives on the altar of freedom.
There is no higher virtue than that
which was displayed by these 18 brave
Nevadans, and the thousands of others
with whom they served. And although
years have passed since these American
warriors gave their lives, their selfless
sacrifice is not forgotten, but lives on
in the hearts of those whom they died
to defend. The very least we can do is
express our profound gratitude and ap-
preciation for these heroes by giving
them an honorable military burial.

We can never thank our veterans
enough for the immeasurable sacrifices
they and their families have made on
our behalf. As a member of the Senate
Veterans Affairs Committee, I can per-
sonally attest to the importance of
providing every available resource and
benefit to America’s veterans. I ap-
plaud the Missing in America Project
for helping to advance this effort by
working diligently to ensure that lost
veterans receive the honorable burial
they deserve. I invite my colleagues to
join me in thanking this organization
for its efforts, and I join my fellow Ne-
vadans in remembering the 18 heroes
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